
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
January 11, 2022 
 
Dear Model Parents, Students, Faculty, and Staff, 
 
As many of you have likely heard yesterday, Governor Andy Beshear overviewed the education portion of his budget proposal 
and provided details on what could be the largest increase to higher education in decades.  
 
I am incredibly grateful and appreciative on behalf of the entire Model Laboratory School community and Eastern Kentucky 
University (EKU) that Governor Beshear included an allocation of $90 million to EKU to build a new Model Laboratory School 
facility in his budget proposal.  
 
As promising as this news is, the final budget is determined by the General Assembly. We know, too, that both the Senate and 
the House of Representatives value the importance of pre-K-12 and higher education across the Commonwealth, and both 
chambers continue to support Model Lab, as evidenced by the passage of HB 366 in the last legislative session. We remain 
hopeful that the Model replacement project will become part of the final budget recommendations. 
 
I am equally thankful that the governor’s proposed budget focuses heavily on investing in pre-K-12 and higher education, 
innovation, and transformation. Now more than ever, we must come together to focus on these values to attract the best and 
brightest to the next generation of teachers to the education profession. As the Commonwealth’s Laboratory School, the 
investment in our facility will further mark EKU as the preeminent destination institution for teacher preparation in Kentucky 
and beyond. 
 
The Donovan Building has been Model’s home to many teacher candidates and K-12 students alike since the building was 
dedicated over 60 years ago. Though rich in history as part of Model’s tradition of excellence, the Donovan Building has been 
identified by EKU as a campus revitalization priority since 2009.  
 
The new facility would be a Model facility for safety, technology, interactive observation learning, and teacher preparation.    
 
Ultimately, President David McFaddin and I look forward to working with the General Assembly to bring to fruition the 
strategic investment in education for our state and institution. I encourage you to follow along, stay informed on issues that 
interest you, and share your perspective with your representatives as the legislative session progresses. Below are a few ways 
you can stay informed: 
 

• The legislative calendar can be accessed here 
• Committee meetings and floor action can be watched live at ket.org/legislature 
• Senate bills can be accessed here and house bills can be accessed here 
• A list of all 138 legislators and information about the districts they represent can be accessed here 

 
As I learn more throughout the upcoming legislative session, I will continue to provide updates to the Model community.  
 
As always, thank you for choosing Model for your child’s education.  
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John Williamson 
Superintendent 
Model Laboratory Schools 
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